
 

Reception: D&T 

Reception topic coverage 

Autumn 1 

Marvellous Me 

Autumn 2 

Our Wonderful World 

Spring 1 

A World of Pure 

Imagination 

Spring 2 

A Magical Adventure 

Summer 1 

All Creatures Great and 

Small 

Summer 2 

Let the Adventure Begin 

M3 

C1 

D1 

M1 

D2 

M2 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

Making: 

Fine motor, hands, strength, pinch, roll, scrunch, tear, 

rip, snip, twist, pull, flatten, squash, squeeze, bend, 

snap, stretch, tool, scissors, pencils, paintbrush, 

knives, spoons, forks. 

 

Cooking and nutrition: 

Designing and evaluating: 

Resources, media, materials, tools, select, scissors, 

boxes, tubes, tape, glue, Lego bricks, Duplo blocks, 

tubs, string, cartons, elastic bands, decorative 

materials, paint, pompoms, feathers, sequins, select, 

appropriate, technology, purpose, achieve, plan, 

original, effect, show, own ideas, thoughts, feelings, 

share, how, why, guided evaluation, change. 

Designing and evaluating: 

Resources, media, materials, tools, select, scissors, 

boxes, tubes, tape, glue, Lego bricks, Duplo blocks, 

tubs, string, cartons, elastic bands, decorative 

materials, paint, pompoms, feathers, sequins, 

select, appropriate, technology, purpose, achieve, 

plan, original, effect, show, own ideas, thoughts, 

Designing and Evaluating Making Cookery and Nutrition 

D1 Return to and build on their previous 

learning, refining ideas and developing their 

ability to represent them. EAD 

M1 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining 

ideas and developing their ability to represent them. EAD 

C1 Know and talk about the different factors that 

support their overall health and wellbeing including 

healthy eating. PD 

D2 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 

effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

EAD 

M2 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 

express their ideas and feelings. EAD 

 

 M3 Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a 

range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested 

tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, 

knives, forks and spoons. PD 

 



 

Try, interest, experience, explore, describe, respond, 

feel, food, names of food, show ideas, thoughts, 

feelings, variety, healthy, diet, balance, important, 

wellbeing. 

Making: 

Construct, construction,  up, across, next to, on top 

of, underneath, between, over the top of, materials, 

product, range of resources, media, select, use, 

effective, tools, scissors, glue, tape, card board, 

tubes, boxes,  manipulate, shape, make, join, 

assemble, safely, explore, colour, red, blue, yellow, 

green, orange, pink, purple, black, white, brown  

design, texture, feel, hard, soft, smooth, rough, 

bumpy, use (function), build,  share, discuss. 

feelings, share, how, why, guided evaluation, 

change. 

Making: 

Construct, construction,  up, across, next to, on top 

of, underneath, between, over the top of, materials, 

product, range of resources, media, select, use, 

effective, tools, scissors, glue, tape, card board, 

tubes, boxes,  manipulate, squash, squeeze, 

scrunch, stretch, bend, snap, twist, roll, pull, flatten, 

shape, make, join, assemble, safely, explore, colour, 

red, blue, yellow, green, orange, pink, purple, black, 

white, brown  design, texture, feel, hard, soft, 

smooth, rough, bumpy, use (function), build,  share, 

discuss, artistic effects, collage, drawing, painting, 

printing, sculpture. 

I will know I will know I will know 

 How to pinch, roll, scrunch, tear, snip etc using 

different materials and tools. 

 That there are a range of tools that I can use 

with my hands e.g. pencils, paintbrushes, 

scissors. 

 How to use tools (pencils, paintbrushes, 

scissors, knives, spoons and forks) 

competently. 

 How to use tools (pencils, paintbrushes, 

scissors, knives, spoons and forks) safely. 

 How to use tools (pencils, paintbrushes, 

scissors, knives, spoons and forks) confidently. 

 

 The names of different materials 

 What I want to make with a given material 

 How to share my own ideas and thoughts, refining 

and changing my ideas through discussion. 

 How to choose which material to use to represent 

my ideas. 

 How to represent my idea confidently and 

competently. 

 That materials can be joined together in different 

ways. 

 How to join materials together in different ways. 

 

 That there are different tools that I can use when 

making a product. 

 That some tools are operated using one hand. 

 The names of different materials 

 What I want to make with a given material 

 How to share my own ideas and thoughts, 

refining and changing my ideas through 

discussion. 

 How to choose which material to use to 

represent my ideas. 

 How to represent my idea confidently and 

competently. 

 That materials can be joined together in different 

ways. 

 How to join materials together in different ways. 

 

 That there are different tools that I can use when 

making a product. 



 

 That there are different factors that add up to 

make a healthy, balanced lifestyle. 

 The names of the factors that make a healthy, 

balanced lifestyle e.g. healthy eating, exercise, 

hygiene, mental health. 

 The importance of leading a healthy, balanced 

lifestyle. 

 The importance of discussing wellbeing. 

 How to discuss my health and wellbeing. 

 

 How to share and discuss my work with 

support. 

 

 

 How to use scissors independently. 

 How to make snips in different materials using 

scissors. 

 

 That there are different ways to hold a pencil. 

 That the closer to the point that I hold my pencil 

the more control I have. 

 How to hold a pencil using two fingers and a 

thumb, using a grip that is comfortable 

consistently. 

 That when I create lines that join, I can create a 

space. 

 That spaces created can form shapes. 

 That shapes can be used to represent objects. 

 How to draw lines to create space. 

 How to use space to create shapes, including the 

use of detail within the shape created to represent 

the object e.g. eyes and nose on a face. 

 

 How to share and discuss my work with 

support. 

 That some tools are operated using one hand. 

 How to use scissors independently. 

 How to make snips in different materials using 

scissors. 

 

 That there are different ways to hold a pencil. 

 That the closer to the point that I hold my pencil 

the more control I have. 

 How to hold a pencil using two fingers and a 

thumb, using a grip that is comfortable 

consistently. 

 That when I create lines that join, I can create a 

space. 

 That spaces created can form shapes. 

 That shapes can be used to represent objects. 

 How to draw lines to create space. 

 How to use space to create shapes, including 

the use of detail within the shape created to 

represent the object e.g. eyes and nose on a 

face. 

 

 That there are different artistic effects that I can 

use to improve my product. 

 The names of some of the artistic effects that I 

can use on my product (Collage, drawing, 

painting, printing, sculpture). 

 How to use the artistic effects when creating a 

product. 

 

 How to share and discuss my work with 

support. 


