
 
 

 

 

At The Reginald Mitchell Primary School we recognise the importance of Speech, 
Language and Communication as an essential skill for learning and building friendships. 

However, around 10% of children actually start school with a speech, language or 
communication difficulty, which if not identified early enough, can have a detrimental 

effect on future achievement. Lack of intervention can especially impact on phonics and 
literacy development, but often also leads to long term difficulties with employability 
and wellbeing. We work closely with Debbie Wilshaw from SpeakWrite to ensure our 

Early Years staff are able to identify those children who may require clinical assessment 
for Speech and Language, whether it be difficulties with articulation, receptive language, 

expressive language or social use of language. Debbie uses non-diagnostic Language 
Progression Assessments to help us establish any areas that may need additional school-
based intervention. These also help us identify any children who we feel would benefit 
from further clinical assesment with our local NHS team of therapists or other external 

agencies. For those children that require referrals, we are always happy to continue and 
extend work given by the therapists. We also provide a range of additional intervention 

groups or 1:1 support to work on strategies such as: 
 

 Cued Articulation 

 Nursery Narratives 

 Helicopter Stories 

 Attention and Listening Groups 

 Attention Autism Groups 

 Colourful Semantics 
 
 How can you support your child at home? 

 
Giving your child the best start with speech, language and communication development 
should above all, be fun! Face to face interaction with another human being is essential 

for a child to develop listening skills, the ability to take turns, to understand facial 
expressions, and to understand gesture and intonation are all essential for their future 

learning success. Screen time has its value too, but to support your child’s progress 
nothing beats the time you can give to talk and share stories with your child.  Here are 

just a few ideas to support early language development: 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 


