
 

Year 5 Geography 

Locational Knowledge  Place Knowledge  Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork  

L1 Can I use maps to locate the 
countries of South America? 

P1 Can I study the geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom and a 
region in South America? 

H1 Can I understand the term 
‘biome’? 

F1 Can I use atlases to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied? 

L2 Can I locate the countries in 
South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions? 

 H2 I can use knowledge of this 
term to make suggestions for 
places in the world that may be 
biomes? 

F2 Can I use digital and 
computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied? 

L3 Can I locate the countries in 
South America, concentrating on 
their key physical and human 
characteristics? 

 H3 I can use maps to locate 
areas I think may be biomes e.g. 
very green areas could be 
rainforests, flat pale ones could 
be deserts etc. 

F3 Can I use more complex 
Ordnance Survey maps, symbols 
and keys to build my knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world? 

L4 Can I locate the major cities in 
South America? 

 H4 Can I explain the distribution 
of natural resources, including 
energy, of the key places that I 
study? 

F4 Can I form and develop 
opinions e.g. is the map useful? 
Does it teach us anything? 

L5 Can I identify the significance 
and position of the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn? 

 H5 Can I study the food, 
minerals and water aspects of 
the key places that I study? 

 

 

Year 5 Topic Coverage 

Autumn  
Battle of Britain 

Spring  
Saxons & Vikings 

Summer 1 
Mayan Civilisation 

Summer 2 
Amazing Amazon 

F1-4 H4, H5 
F1, F2 

L1-5 
P1 
F1 

H1-5 
P1 
F1 

 



 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Great Britain, Russia, USA, 
Germany, Japan, Italy, Poland, 

France 
 

Atlas, map, globe, digital 
mapping, OS maps, Ordnance 
Survey maps, symbols, keys, 

natural resources 
 

Describe, environmental features, 
locate, reasoned opinions 

Natural resources, farming, 
flooding, locate, atlas, 

Scandinavia, Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, North Sea, Scotland, 

natural resources, energy, 
renewable, non-renewable, food, 

minerals, water 
 

Suggest, reasoned opinions, 
locate, explain, distribution 

 
Atlas, map, globe, digital 

mapping, locate 
 
 

South America, Brazil, Colombia, 
Argentina, Peru, Venezuela, 

Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, Brasilia, 
Bogota, Buenos Aires, Lima, 

Caracas, Santiago, Quito, Sucre, 
Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Equator, United 

Kingdom, London 
 

Map, globe, atlas, locate, 
environmental region, physical 

characteristics, human 
characteristics, major cities, 

significance, position, latitude, 
longitude 

 
Similarities, differences, human 

characteristics, physical 
characteristics, compare, contrast 

 
United Kingdom, South America, 

Europe, climate zone, biome, 
climate, weather, temperature, 

humidity, rainfall 

Biome, climate zone, climate, 
temperature, humidity, rainfall, 

maps, atlas, locate, globe, 
tropical rainforest, temperate 
rainforest, deserts, tundra, 

taiga, grasslands, savannah, 
natural resources, energy, 
renewable, non-renewable, 

food, minerals, water, Amazon 
river, Amazon rainforest, 

layers, forest floor, understorey, 
canopy, emergent layer, flora, 

fauna 
 

Suggest, reasoned opinions, 
locate, explain, distribution 

 
Similarities, differences, human 

characteristics, physical 
characteristics, compare, 

contrast 
 

United Kingdom, South 
America, Europe, climate zone, 

biome, climate, weather, 
temperature, humidity, rainfall 

I will know... 

 How to locate the countries 
involved in WW2 on a 
map/atlas/digital map 
(including the UK) 

 How to use the atlas 
keys/map features discuss the 
environmental 

 That the Saxons/Vikings 
invaded Britain for the natural 
resources there as Britain had 
lots of farming land and 
Scandinavia had lots of 
flooding. Why would this be? 

 How to locate South America 
and its countries on a map 

 How to use an atlas/satellite 
map to identify the 
environmental regions of 
different South American 
countries 

 That a biome is a large area 
that has a certain climate 
and certain species living 
there. (E.g. rainforest, 
desert etc) 



 

features/resources in those 
countries (including the UK) 

 How to identify which 
maps/atlases are more useful 
for others for different 
objectives/information. 

 How to locate the countries 
the Saxons/Vikings originated 
from on maps/digital 
maps/atlases and use those 
maps to help understand the 
natural resources available. 

 

 How to use an atlas/satellite 
map to identify the key 
human/physical features of a 
key country 

 How to locate the major cities 
within South America 

 How to identify the Tropic of 
Cancer/Capricorn on a map 

 That there are both similarities 
and differences between a 
city in the UK and a city in a 
South American country, and 
be able to identify them 

 How to use an atlas to locate 
South American countries and 
identify the key features. 

 How to identify different 
biomes around the world 
using an atlas and its key 

 How to apply knowledge of 
different biomes to identify 
which biome a country 
could belong to 

 That in the Amazon 
rainforest energy is mainly 
renewable sources e.g. 
wind, solar etc 

 That the natural resources 
of the Amazon include 
timber, medicine, oil, 
rubber, oxygen and cacao 
beans 

 That the Amazon river is a 
hugely important part of 
South America/the Amazon 
rainforest 

 That the cacao beans are 
mainly grown in the 
Amazon rainforest 

 That the minerals found in 
the Amazon include: 
copper, tin, nickel, iron ore 
and gold. 

 


