
Year 6 

Year group Music 

Listen & Appraisal Inter-related Dimensions Use voices Playing Instruments 

L1 - 

 

D1 - 

 

V1- 

 

I1-

 

L2 - D2 - 
 

V2 - I2-
 

L3 - 
 

 

D3 - 

 

V3 - 

 

I3 - 

 

L4 - 

 

 V4 - 
 

I4 - 
 

  V5 -  I5 - 

 

Topic coverage  

Autumn 1 

Topic: disasters 
Autumn 2 

Topic: disasters 
Spring 1 

Topic: Groovy Greeks 
Spring 2 

Topic: Groovy Greeks 
Summer 1 

Topic: Shang dynasty 
Summer 2 

Topic: Shang dynasty  

Autumn - disasters 
 

Spring – Groovy Greeks 
 

Summer – Shang dynasty 
 

V1/V2/V3/V4/L1/L2/L3/L4 
 

V1/D1/D2/D3 
 

V1/I1/I2/I3/I4/I5 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 
Group/ensemble 

Soloist 
Technique 
Preparing 
Perform 
Interpret 

Stylistically 

Group/ensemble 
Soloist 
Pulse 
Ease 

Rhythm 
Pitch 

Performing 

Group/ensemble 
Soloist 

Instrument 
Play 

Enjoyment 
Notation 

Parts 



Musically 
Accurate 

pulse 
Time 

Diction 
Tuning 

lead 
Recognise/identify 

Styles (Jazz, Classical, Pop, Soul/Blues and Motown). 
Instruments 

Musical language 
Talk 

Describe 
music 
Share 
Ideas 

Inter-related dimensions 
pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 

appropriate musical notations. 
 

Lead 
Dynamics 

Tempo 
Piece 

opinions 
 

Confidence 
Fluency 
explain 
Respect 

Ear 
follow 

 
 

I will know… I will know… I will know… 

- How to work as part of a group/ ensemble and as a 
soloist. 

-That warming up your voice is important. 
-How to use specific warm up techniques such as 

singing scales, hums and trills or stretching in 
preparation for singing. 

- That songs have their own style by using specific 
elements in their music. 

- How to explain my interpretation of a song. 
- How to use voices to sing with an accurate sense of 

pulse. 
-That diction is the pronunciation and enunciation of 

words 
-How to use my voice to sing with diction. 

- That music tuning an instrument means getting it ready so 
that when it is played it will sound at the correct pitch. 
-How to use my instrument to play with clear tuning. 

-How to identify the style of music and instruments used in 
motown music such as electric lead and bass guitar, drum kit, 

piano, tambourine, horn selection, vibraphone and violin 
section. 

- How to identify the style of music and instruments used in 
Jazz music such as, trumpet, trombone, piano and four types 

of saxophone-soprano, alto, tenor and baritone. 

- How to identify the style of music and instruments 
used in classical music such as string family, 

woodwind family, brass family, percussion family. 

-How to work as part of a group/ ensemble and as a soloist. 
-How to find the pulse. 

- How to keep the pulse going using an instrument (incl. body 
percussion). 

 That pulse is the steady beat. 

 That the rhythm is a pattern of long and short 
sounds. 

 That pitch means high and low sounds. 

 How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together in a 
piece of music. 

 How to use an un-tuned instrument to perform a 
rhythm over a pulse. 

 How to lead others in rhythm work. 

 How to lead others in pitch work. 

 That dynamics means loud and quiet sounds. 

 -That tempo means speed and pace of the music. 

 -How pitch, rhythm, pulse, dynamics and tempo 
work together in a piece of music. 

 

-How to work as part of a group/ ensemble and as a soloist. 
-How to use a classroom instrument as part of a 

group/ensemble with confidence. 
-How to move between differentiated parts when playing 

with a group/ensemble. 
- How to use my instrument with confidence and fluency 

when playing solo. 
- How to use my instrument with confidence and fluency 

when playing part of a group/ensemble. 
- How to use my instrument respectfully before, during and 

after use. 
-How to use my ear to play more confidently. 

- How to use notation (music notes) where applicable. 
 



- How to identify the style of music and instruments 
used in pop music such as acoustic, electric and 
bass guitar, electric piano, piano, drum kit and 

synthesizers. 

- How to identify the style of music and instruments 
used in soul/blues music such as harmonica, guitar 

and piano. 
-How to use musical language, confidently, to talk about and 

describe music. 
-How to share and talk about ideas respectfully. 

-How to give examples to show how the inter-related 
dimensions of music work together (pulse, pitch, duration, 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations). 

- That pulse is a regular, steady beat. 
- That rhythm is a pattern of long and short sounds. 

- That pitch means high and low sounds, 
- That texture means the different layers in a piece of 

music (one sound known as thin to many sounds 
known as thick). 

- That tempo means the speed or pace of the music. 
- That dynamics means the volume of sounds (loud 

and quiet). 
- The timbre is the tone or sound quality made by 

different instruments. 
- The structure is the order of sections within a piece of 

music. 
 
 
 
 


