
Year 4 

Year group Music 

Listen & Appraisal Inter-related 
Dimensions 

Use voices Playing Instruments Improvisation Composition 

L1 Can I 
recognise/identify 
styles and instruments 
used in:  pop, 
film/classical, rap, 
soul/gospel? 

I1 Can I find the pulse 
and stay in time? 

U1 Can I sing as part of 
a group or alone, with 
confidence? 

P1 Can I play  a 
classroom instrument, 
as part of a group, with 
more knowledge, 
confidence and ease? 

IM1 Can I confidently 
explore and create 
simple musical sounds, 
with voices and 
instruments, within the 
context of songs being 
learnt? 

C1 Can I create my 
own more complex 
melodies? 

L2 Can I find a steady 
beat within the music 
and express the 
importance of a pulse 
within a piece of 
music? 

I2 Can I demonstrate a 
fast and slow pulse? 

U2 Can I show good 
technique when 
preparing to sing? 

P2 Can I move 
between different 
parts? (starting to use 
notation) 

IM2 Can I improvise 
more confidently?  
 
 

C2 Can I compose 
using more than three 
notes?  
 
 

L3 Can I continue to 
recognise the sounds 
of the musical 
instruments used within 
a piece of music? 

I3 Can I clap/Play a 
simple rhythm and 
copy one or two note 
pitches with more 
confidence? 

U3 Can I perform a 
song stylistically and as 
musically as I can? 

P3 Can I respond to 
cues from the 
conductor/leader, with 
confidence? 

IM3 Can I create my 
own rhythmic patterns, 
that lead to melodies in 
a group or solo 
situation? 

C3 Can I record my 
composition in more 
than one way? 

L4 Can I continue to 
identify the simple 
structure of a piece of 
music? 

I4 Can I create my own 
rhythm and lead 
others, if asked? 

U4 Can I sing different 
parts of a song? 

P4 Can I treat my 
instrument with care 
and respect? 

IM4 Can I perform my 
improvisations on my 
own or within a group? 

C4 Can I demonstrate 
a understanding of the 
inter-related 
dimensions of music? 

L5 Can I more 
consistently use the 
correct musical 
language and use this 
to help me describe 
how the music makes 
me feel? 

I5 Can I explain, with 
more confidence, how 
pitch, rhythm, pulse, 
dynamics and tempo 
work together in a 
piece of music? 

U5 Can I follow a 
leader/conductor with 
confidence? 

P5 Can I play more 
confidently as part of 
an ensemble, by ear? 

  

L6 Can I place a piece 
of music in a timeline of 
different genres and 
composers? 

     

L7 Can I continue to 
deepen my 
understanding of the 

     



inter-related 
dimensions of music: 
beat, rhythm, pitch, 
texture, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre and 
structure? 

Topic coverage  

Autumn 1 
Topic: Hocus Pocus 

Autumn 2 
Topic: Hocus Pocus 

Spring 1 
Topic: All around the 

world 

Spring 2 
Topic: All around the 

world 

Summer 1 
Topic: Rotten Romans 

Summer 2 
Topic: Rotten Romans 

Spring 2 
Topic:

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 
Recognise 

Identify 
Styles 

Instruments 
Steady beat 

Pulse 
Piece 

Express 
Music 

Sounds 
Musical instruments 

Structure 
Musical language 

Feel 
Timeline 
Genres 

Composers 
Inter-related dimensions 

Beat 
Rhythm 

Pitch 
Texture 
Tempo 

Dynamics 
Timbre 

Sing 
Group 
Alone 

Confidence 
Technique 
Perform 

Stylistically 

Rhythm 
Lead 
Play 

Instrument 
Knowledge 
Confidence 

Ease 
Parts 

Notation 
Conductor 

Leader 
Cues 

Instruments 
Care 

Respect 
Play 

Ensemble 
Ear 

Melody 
Compose/ composition 

Notes 
Record 

Demonstrate 
Inter-related dimensions 

music 

Explore 
Create 

Musical sounds 
Voice 

Context 
Improvise 

Rhythmic patterns 
Melody 
Perform 
Group 
Solo 

Improvisation 
Recognise 

Identify 
Styles 

Instruments 
Steady beat 

Pulse 
Piece 

Express 
Music 

Sounds 
Musical instruments 

Structure 
Musical language 

Feel 
Timeline 
Genres 

Composers 
Inter-related dimensions 

Beat 
Rhythm 



Musically 
song 

Follow 
Leader 

Conductor 
Time 
Fast 
Slow 
Notes 
Copy 

 
 

Pitch 
Texture 
Tempo 

Dynamics 
Timbre 

 

I will know… I will know… I will know… 

- How to recognise the styles and instruments 
recognised in specific music genres. 

- That a piece of music consists of verses and a 
chorus. 

- How to use musical language to describe how the 
music makes me feel, such as tempo, pitch and 

dynamics. 
- How to place a piece of music on a timeline of 

different genres and composers. 
- That inter-related dimensions of music are 
pulse/beat, rhythm, pitch, texture, tempo, dynamics, 

timbre and structure. 
- That pulse is a regular beat. 

- That rhythm is a pattern of long and short sounds. 
- That pitch means high and low sounds, 

- That texture means the different layers in a piece of 
music (one sound known as thin to many sounds 

known as thick). 
- That tempo means the speed or pace of the music. 
- That dynamics means the volume of sounds (loud 

and quiet). 
- The timbre is the tone or sound quality made by 

different instruments. 
- The structure is the order of sections within a piece of 

music. 
- How to use an instrument (incl. body percussion) to 

find a steady beat within a piece of music. 
- How to recognise the sounds of the musical 

instruments used within a piece of music. 
- How to use voices to sing alone with confidence. 

- How to use voices to sing as part of a 
group/ensemble with confidence. 

- How to use a good technique to warm up the voice 
such as humming or tongue twisters. 

- How to perform a song stylistically (relating to the 
style of the song) and as musically as I can. 

-That improvisation means making it up on the spot. 
-How to perform an improvisation on my own. 

-How to perform an improvisation within a group. 
-How to play a classroom instrument as part of a group. 

- How to move between different parts. 
- That musical notation is a way of writing down music so that 

anyone can play it. 
-That the conductor/leader guides the musicians playing. 
- How to respond to the cues from the conductor/leader. 

- How to take care of an instrument. 
-That an ensemble is a group of people who perform vocal or 

instrumental music. 
- How to play as part of a group/ensemble. 

- That a melody is the tune and is made up of high and low 
pitched notes played one after the other. 

-How to create a more complex melody on my own. 
-How to compose/create using more than three notes using 

an instrument such as recorder or glockenspiel. 
-How to record my composition in more than one way using 

video, pictorial, graphic or notation. 
- That inter-related dimensions that make up music 

are pulse/beat, rhythm, pitch, texture, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre and structure. 

- That pulse is a regular beat. 
- That rhythm is a pattern of short and long  sounds. 

- That pitch means high and low sounds, 
- That texture means the different layers in a piece of 

music. (one sound known as thin to many sounds 
known as thick). 

- That tempo means the speed or pace of the music. 
- That dynamics means the volume of sounds (loud 

and quiet). 
- The timbre is the tone or sound quality made by 

different instruments. 
- The structure is the order of sections within a piece 

of music. 
 

-How to explore simple musical sounds with voices. 
-How to explore simple musical sounds with instruments. 

-How to create simple musical sounds with voices. 
-How to create simple musical sounds with instruments. 

-That improvise means make it up on the spot. 
-How to improvise effectively. 

- That a rhythmic pattern is a combination of different 
rhythms. 

-How to use instruments to create rhythmic patterns. 
-How use instruments to develop rhythmic patterns 

into a melody. 
- That a melody is the tune and is made up of 
high and low pitched notes played one after 

the other. 
- How to recognise the styles and instruments 

recognised in specific music genres. 
- That a piece of music consists of verses, choruses 

and a pre-chorus. 
- How to use musical language to describe how the 

music makes me feel. (such as tempo, pitch and 
dynamics) 

- How to place a piece of music on a timeline of 
different genres and composers. 

- That inter-related dimensions of music are 
pulse/beat, rhythm, pitch, texture, tempo, 

dynamics, timbre and structure. 
- That pulse is a regular beat. 

-That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds. 

-That pitch means high and low sounds. 
 

- That texture means the different layers in a piece of 
music (one sound known as thin to many sounds 

known as thick). 
- That tempo means the speed or pace of the music. 
- That dynamics means the volume of sounds (loud 

and quiet). 



- How to start and stop singing during different parts of 
the song. 

-That a conductor/leader guides musicians when playing. 
-How to follow the conductor/leader when playing. 

-That the pulse is a steady beat. 
-How to identify and respond to the pulse in a music piece 

using my body or instrument. 
-How to find the pulse in a music people with a change in 

tempo such as Zorba (traditional Greek dance music). 
-That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds. 

-How to use instruments to perform a simple rhythm. 
- How to use an instrument to copy one or two note pitches 

with more confidence. 
 

- The timbre is the tone or sound quality made by 
different instruments. 

- The structure is the order of sections within a piece 
of music. 

- How to find a steady beat within a piece of music. 
- How to recognise the sounds of the musical 

instruments used within a piece of music. 
-How to use instruments to perform a simple rhythm. 

- How to use an instrument to copy one or two note pitches 
with more confidence. 

 


