
 

 

Y2 

Year group Music 

Listen & Appraisal Inter-related 
Dimensions 

Use voices Playing Instruments Composition Improvisation 

L1 Can I recognise and 
identify simple styles of 
music? 
 

D1 Can I identify the 
pulse, rhythm and pitch 
of a piece of music? 

U1 Can I sing as part 
of a group? 

P1 Can I continue to 
learn to play together in a 
group/ensemble? 

C1 Can I create my own simple 
melodies (usually within a 
group) 

IM1 Can I explore 
and create simple 
sounds with my 
voice or an 
instrument? 

L2 Can I start to identify 
instruments in the 
music? E.g. drums, 
cymbal… 

D2 Can I clap the rhythm 
of words? 

 

U2 Can I sing alone? P2 Can I confidently join 
and stop at appropriate 
times? 

C2 Can I make my own 
composition using  1, 2 or 3 
notes? 

IM2 Can I improvise 
my own 
tune/rhythm using 
up to 2 notes? 

L3 Can I use body 
percussion to find the 
pulse of the music? 

D3 Can I create my own 
rhythm when asked? 

U3 Can I warm up my 
voice? 

P3 Can I confidently 
follow a 
leader/conductor? 

C3 Can I understand the 
difference between 
composition and 
improvisation? 

IM3 Can I 
improvise a simple 
pattern using an 
instrument or my 
voice? 

L4 Can I use musical 
language to describe 
the music I am listening 
to? 
(pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics, tempo) 

D4 Can I show an 
understanding of how 
dynamics, tempo and 
pitch work together in a 
piece of music? 

U4 Can I sing with a 
good sense of the 
pulse? 

P4 Can I play different 
parts, according to my 
ability? 

C4 Can I record the 
composition in any way 
appropriate? 
(notated/graphic/pictorial/video) 

IM4 Can I create 
my own simple 
rhythmic pattern 
with confidence? 
 

L5 Can I share my 
opinion and give 
reasons for my opinion? 

 U5 Can I sing in time 
with a group? (start 
and stop at the 
correct time) 

P5 Can I continue to 
play my instrument 
correctly? 

C5 Can I demonstrate an 
understanding of using pitch, 
dynamics and pitch? 

IM5 Can I perform 
my own rhythms 
and melodies? 

L6 Can I recognise and 
identify simple styles of 
music? 
 

 U6 Can I begin to 
think about the words 
in a song and how 
they work in the piece 
of music? 

P6 Can I treat my 
instrument with respect? 

C6 Can I explore and create 
simple sounds with my voice or 
an instrument? 

 

 
 

   C7 Can I improvise my own 
tune/rhythm using up to 2 
notes? 

 

 
 

   C8 Can I improvise a simple 
pattern using an instrument or 
my voice? 

 



    C9 Can I create my own simple 
rhythmic pattern with 
confidence? 

 

 

    C10 Can I perform my own 
rhythms and melodies? 

 

Topic coverage  

Autumn 1 
Topic: Pirates 

Autumn 2 
Topic: Pirates 

Spring 1 
Topic: Africa 

Spring 2 
Topic: Africa 

Summer 1 
Topic: I spy marmalade 
sandwiches (London) 

Summer 2 
Topic: I spy marmalade 
sandwiches (London) 

L1 L2 L5 L6 
U1-U6 
P5 P6 IM3 
C1-C5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L1 L2 L5 L6 
U1-U6 
D1-D4 
L4,D4, 

L1L2  L5 L6 
U1-U6 
IM1 
IM3 
P1 – P4  C6-C10 
 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 
Recognise 

Identify 
Style 
Music 

Instruments 
Share 

Opinion 
Sing 

Group 
Alone 

Warm up 
Voice 
Pulse 
In time 
Words 
Song 

Pattern 
Melody 

Composition 

Recognise 
Identify 
Style 
Music 

Instruments 
Share 

Opinion 
Sing 

Group 
Alone 

Warm up 
Voice 
Pulse 
In time 
Words 
Song 
Pulse 

Rhythm 
Pitch 

Recognise 
Identify 
Style 
Music 

Instruments 
Share 

Opinion 
Sing 

Group 
Alone 

Warm up 
Voice 
Pulse 
In time 
Words 
Song 

Pattern 
Explore 
Create 



Notes 
Improvisation 

Record 
Demonstrate 

Pitch 
dynamics 

 
 

Piece 
Tempo 

Dynamics 
Musical language 

 

Improvise 
Follow 
Play 

Esemble 
Group 
Leader 

Conductor 
Parts 

Sounds 
Tune 

Rhythm 
Notes 

Rhythmic patterns 
Melodies 
perform 

I will know… I will know… I will know… 

- How to use my body in different ways to show the 
pulse/beat I have identified in a music piece. 

(clapping, tapping, clicking, nodding). 
- That there are different genres of music 

- That specific instruments help to identify specific 
genres of music. 

- How to identify the specific instruments in music such 
as, drums, cymbal, guitar, piano, violin. 

-That the pulse is the regular heartbeat of the music; 
its steady beat. 

- That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds. 

-That the pitch is high and low sounds. 
-That the dynamics are how loud or quiet the music 

is. 
-That the tempo is the speed of the music; fast or 

slow or in-between. 
-How to discuss music using musical language. 
- How to use my voice to sing loudly and clearly. 

-That warming up your voice stretches your vocal chords, it 
helps clear your throat, it helps with breathing and relaxes 

your muscles. 

- That I need to wait for my cue to begin and when to stop, 
especially when performing in a group. 

- How to use techniques to warm up your voice, such 
as humming or tongue twisters. 

- That lyrics in music  have meaning behind them. 
- That the music piece reflects on the meaning of the 
lyrics. E.g. Happy- Pharell Williams would be upbeat, 

feel good music because the song is very positive. 

- That there are different genres of music 
- That specific instruments help to identify specific 

genres of music. 
- How to identify the specific instruments in music 

such as, drums, cymbal, guitar, piano, violin. 
-That the pulse is the regular heartbeat of the music; 

its steady beat. 
That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short 

sounds. 

-That the pitch is high and low sounds. 
-That the dynamics are how loud or quiet the music 

is. 
-That the tempo is the speed of the music; fast or 

slow or in-between. 
-How to discuss music using musical language. 

- How to use my voice to sing loudly and clearly. 

-That warming up your voice stretches your vocal chords, it 
helps clear your throat, it helps with breathing and relaxes 

your muscles. 

- That I need to wait for my cue to begin and when to stop, 
especially when performing in a group. 

 
- How to use techniques to warm up your voice, 

such as humming or tongue twisters. 
- That lyrics in music have meaning behind them. 

- That the music piece reflects on the meaning of the 
lyrics. E.g. Happy- Pharell Williams would be upbeat, 
feel good music because the song is very positive. 
- That a muscician performing alone is known as a 

soloist. 

- That there are different genres of music 
- That specific instruments help to identify specific 

genres of music. 
- How to identify the specific instruments in music 

such as, drums, cymbal, guitar, piano, violin. 
-That the pulse is the regular heartbeat of the 

music; its steady beat. 
-That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short 

sounds. 

-That the pitch is high and low sounds. 
-That the dynamics are how loud or quiet the 

music is. 
-That the tempo is the speed of the music; fast or 

slow or in-between. 
-How to discuss music using musical language. 
- How to use my voice to sing loudly and clearly. 

-That warming up your voice stretches your vocal chords, it 
helps clear your throat, it helps with breathing and relaxes 

your muscles. 

- That I need to wait for my cue to begin and when to stop, 
especially when performing in a group. 

- How to use techniques to warm up your voice, 
such as humming or tongue twisters. 

. 
 

- That lyrics in music have meaning behind them. 
- That the music piece reflects on the meaning of 
the lyrics. E.g. Happy- Pharell Williams would be 
upbeat, feel good music because the song is very 

positive. 



- That a muscician performing alone is known as a 
soloist. 

- That two people singing is called a duo. 
-That three people singing is called a trio. 

-That a group of people who perform vocal or instrumental 
music can also be known as an esemble. 
- That I need to treat my instrument with respect. 

- How to play an instrument correctly. 
- That a melody is the tune and is made up of 

high and low pitched notes played one after the 
other. 

 
- That improvise means make something up on the 

spot, which helps when exploring something. 
- How to use an instrument or voice to improvise. 
- How to use instrument or voice to create simple 

melodies(usually as part of a group). 
- That composition means create. 

- How to make a composition using 1,2 or 3 notes. 
(such as BAG on a recorder). 

- That improvisation typically happens before 
composition. 

- How to use your instrument or voice to explore what 
you can do before you create something. 

- How to record a compositon using video (on iPad) or 
pictorial. 

- That pitch means high and low notes. 
- That dynamics means loud and quiet sounds. 

 
 
 

- That two people singing is called a duo. 
-That three people singing is called a trio. 

-That a group of people who perform vocal or instrumental 
music can also be known as an esemble. 

 
-That pulse is the steady beat in music. 

- That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds. 

-That pitch means high and low sounds. 
- How to clap the rhythm. 

-How use an instrument to create your own rhythm. 
-How use voices to create your own rhythm. 

-That tempo means the pace or speed of music. 
- How to identify dynamics in a piece. 

-How to identify tempo in piece. 
-How to identify pitch in a piece. 

-How to identify pulse (the beat) in a piece. 
- How to identify the rhythm in a piece. 

 
 
 

- That a muscician performing alone is known as 
a soloist. 

- That two people singing is called a duo. 
-That three people singing is called a trio. 

-That a group of people who perform vocal or instrumental 
music can also be known as an esemble. 

-That improvise means make something up 
on the spot, which helps when exploring 

something. 
- How to  use my voice to explore sounds. 

- How to use an instrument to explore sounds. 
- How to use my voice to create simple 

sounds. 
-How to use an instrument to create simple 

sounds. 
- How to use 2 notes on an instrument, such 

as recorder or glockenspiel, to improvise my 
- How to perform to an audience. 

- How to play in time and on the right cue as 
part of a group/ensemble. 

- That the leader/conductor leads the 
musicians when playing. 

- How to play different parts in a piece when 
needed. 

 
 

 

 

 


