
Year group 1 - Music 

Listen & 
Appraisal 

Inter-related 
Dimensions 

Use voices Playing Instruments Improvisation Composition  

L1 Can I start to 
recognise very 
simple styles of 
music? 
 

D1 Can I begin to 
demonstrate how the 
pulse and rhythm work 
together? 

V1 Can I work 
together as part of a 
group? 

P1 Can I begin to play a 
classroom instrument? 

I1 Can I explore and 
create very simple 
sounds with my voice or 
an instrument? 

C1 Can I create a very simple 
melody in a group? 

L2 Can I identify 
different sounds in 
the music? E.g. 
instrument families – 
wind, string, 
percussion, brass. 

D2 Can I clap the rhythm 
of my name? 

V2 Can I begin to 
sing alone? 

P2 Can I join in and stop at 
the right times? 

I2 Can I make my own 
tune/rhythm using 1 
note? 

C2 Can I make my own 
composition using 1 or 2 notes? 

L3 Can I find the 
pulse of a piece of 
music by marching, 
clapping and 
tapping knees? 

D3 Can I show an 
understanding of how 
pitch, pulse and rhythm 
are used in a piece of 
music? 

V3 Can I warm up 
my voice? 

 

P3 Can I respond to 
simple musical cues 
(starting/stopping)? 

I3 Can I improvise a 
very simple pattern? 

C3 Can I record the 
composition in any way 
appropriate? 
(notated/graphic/pictorial/video) 

L4 Can I talk about 
the pulse, rhythm 
and pitch of a piece 
of music? 

 V4 Can I sit up/ 
stand up straight 
when I sing? 

P4 Can I begin to follow a 
leader/conductor? 

I4 Can I create my own 
simple rhythmic pattern? 

C4 Can I demonstrate an 
understanding of using pitch 
and dynamics? 

L5 Can I share my 
opinion about a 
piece of music? 
 

  P5 Can I look after my 
instrument? 

I5 Can I perform my own 
rhythms and melodies? 

 

 
 

  P6 Can I begin to play 
different notes? 

  

Topic coverage  

Autumn 
Light and Dark 

Spring 
Once upon a Time 

Summer  
Let’s Explore Outside 

V1, V2, V3, V4 
L1, L2, L3, L4, L5 
I1 

 

V1, V2, V3, V4 
L5 
D1, D2, D3 
I1, I3, I4, I5 

L5 
P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6 
I1, I2 
C1, C2, C3, C4    

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 
Voice 
Group 
Sing 

Warm up 

Voice 
Group 
Sing 

Warm up 

Perform 
Rhythm 
Melody 

Play 



Style 
Music 

Sounds 
Instrument families 

Wind 
String 

Percussion 
Brass 
Pulse 

Rhythm 
pitch 
Piece 

Opinion 
Explore 
Create 

 

Perform 
Rhythm 
Melody 
Opinion 
Piece 
Music 
Pulse 
Pitch 

Explore 
Create 
Sound 

Instrument 
Improvise 

Pattern 

Instrument 
Respond 

Musical cues 
Leader/conductor 

Follow 
Notes 

Explore 
Create 
Sound 
Voice 
Tunes 
Group 

Composition 
understand 

record 
pitch 

dynamics 

I will know… I will know… I will know… 

-How to work well in a group. 
-How to sing loud and clearly. 

- The importance of warming up. 
-How to warm up the vocal chords. 

- The importance of how hold yourself when performing. 
- How to recognise simple styles of music. 

-How to recognise the instrumental families through 
appearance. 

-The sounds of instrumental families. 
- How to identify the pulse in music. 

-That pulse means a regular, steady beat (similar to a 
heartbeat) 

-That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds. 

-That pitch means high and low sounds. 
- How to express my thoughts about a piece of music. 

- How instruments can produce different sounds. 
- How to use our voice to sing. 

- How to use simple warm up techniques to prepare 
the voice such as humming or tongue twisters. 

- How to use a good sitting/standing position when 
singing. 

- How to use my body to respond to the pulse/beat in 
music. 

- How to use an instrument to explore simple sounds. 
- How to use my voice to create simple sounds. 

 
 

-How to work well in a group. 
-How to sing loud and clearly. 

- That it is important to warm up your voice. 
-How to warm up the vocal chords. 

- That it is important to hold yourself when performing. 
- How to express my thoughts about a piece of music. 
-That pulse means a regular, steady beat (similar to a 

heartbeat) 
-That a rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds. 

-How rhythm and pulse work together. 
- That pitch means high and low sounds. 

- How to identify pulse in a piece of music. 
-How to identify rhythm in a piece of music. 
- How to identify pitch in a piece of music. 

-How an instrument can make simple sounds. 
- That a note describes the pitch and duration of the musical 

sound from an instrument (including voice). 
-That improvise means making it up on the spot. 

- How to improvise 
- How to use voice to sing. 

- How to use warm up techniques to prepare the voice 
such as humming or tongue twisters. 

-How to use a good sitting/standing position for singing. 
-How to use my hands to clap a rhythm of my name. 

-How to use an instrument to explore different sounds. 
-How to use a note on an instrument to create a rhythm. 

-How to use an instrument or voice to create a simple pattern. 
-How to use an instrument or voice to create a rhythmic 

pattern (long and short sounds). 
-How to use an instrument or voice to create a rhythm (long 

and short sounds. 

- How to express my thoughts about a piece of 
music. 

- How to handle a classroom instrument 
correctly before, during and after use. 

- That instruments need to be taken care of. 
- How to play a classroom instrument. 

- That instruments make different sounds. 
- That you have to wait for your cue from a 

leader/conductor to perform (singing/playing 
an instrument) 

- That the leader/conductor helps a group of 
musicians to perform together well. 

- How to play notes on an instrument (such as 
BA on a recorder) 

- That a melody is the tune and is made up of 
high and low pitched notes played one after 

the other. 
- How to play a single note on an instrument. 

- How to create a simple melody. 
- That composition means create. 

- How to make a composition using 1 or 2 notes. 
 

- How to record the composition using video 
(film on iPad). 

- That pitch means high and low sounds. 
- That dynamics mean loud or quiet sounds. 

- How to use a classroom instrument correctly. 
- How to use a classroom instrument to play 1 or 

2 notes such as a recorder (notes BA) 
- How to use a classroom instrument to play a 

melody (pattern of high and low sounds). 



-How to use an instrument or voice to create a melody (high 
and low sounds). 

 
 
 
 
 

- How to use classroom instrument to create a 
melody on my own or as part of a group 

(pattern of high and low sounds). 
- How to follow a leader/conductor so I know 

when to start and stop. 
 


