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Two years ago, there was a heatwave across 
the UK. It caused the soil in fields to dry 
out so much that strange shapes began to 
appear.

Researchers from Wales say that the 
markings are the remains of buried ancient 
Roman ruins.

The findings could give us clues to how the 
ancient Romans conquered Wales roughly 
2000 years ago.

The most surprising thing they found were 
parts of an ancient Roman road. 

No one had known there had been an 
ancient Roman road there before. Finding it 
means they think an important fort in the 
town of Kidwelly is out there yet to be found.  

The researchers were also excited to find 
three new marching camps. 

They think that the camps mean 
the Roman’s fought many battles with 
tribes in Wales.

These aren’t the only Roman ruins in the 
news at the moment.

An entire Roman city has been revealed 

in detail in Italy. A team member drove a 
quad bike around fields. They pulled a trailer 
loaded down with radar equipment.

As the radio waves went through the 
ground, they bounced off of the Roman ruins. 
It created such a clear picture of the ruins 
that even the city’s plumbing was visible.

With this May being the hottest on record, 
who knows what other buried treasures will 
be found deep in the earth?

Heatwave Helps Find Roman Ruins 

Glossary

territory An area of land which belongs 
to a group of people.

heatwave A long period of abnormally 
hot weather.

conquered To take control of a place 
using military force.

radar Sending out pulses of radio 
waves which bounce back 
after hitting an object.

What is a Roman marching camp?

• Marching camps were camps built 
by Roman soldiers at the end of a 
day’s march to give them safety 
from attack.

• They were built in enemy territory to 
show off their skill and power and to 
be a place to fight from. 

Illustration: Aerial image of Roman remains. 
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Questions
1. What do researchers think there is still to find in Kidwelly, Wales? 

 
 

2. In the sentence ‘‘the ancient Romans conquered Wales roughly 2000 years ago.’’  
What is meant by the ‘‘roughly’’?

   exactly 
   not smooth
   about
   gruffly

3. Tick whether each statement is true or false. 
True False 

Marching camps were built to show off the Roman’s power.
Researchers were surprised to find the remains of a Roman bath house.
Researchers were surprised to find the remains of a Roman road.
The team in Italy used sonar to help them see the Roman city.

4. How do you think the Welsh tribes  felt when they saw Roman soldiers building marching 
camps in their lands? Why? 
 
 
 

5. In the sentence “A team member drove a quad bike around fields while pulling a trailer 
loaded down with radar equipment.” the use of the phrase “loaded down” suggests...

   The trailer was empty
   The trailer had lots of work to do
   The trailer was full of equipment
   The trailer had more than it could cope with.

6. Summarise the key information in the story in 20 words or fewer.  
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Answers
1. What do researchers think there is still to find in Kidwelly, Wales? 

A Roman fort 

2. In the sentence ‘‘the ancient Romans conquered Wales roughly 2000 years ago.’’  
What is meant by the ‘‘roughly’’?

   exactly 
   not smooth
   about
   gruffly

3. Tick whether each statement is true or false. 
True False 

Marching camps were built to show off the Roman’s power. ✓

Researchers were surprised to find the remains of a Roman bath house. ✓

Researchers were surprised to find the remains of a Roman road. ✓

The team in Italy used sonar to help them see the Roman city. ✓

4. How do you think the Welsh tribes  felt when they saw Roman soldiers building marching 
camps in their lands? Why? 
Accept any answer which references emotions like feeling scared, intimidated, worried, 
frightened etc. e.g. I think they would be worried because the Romans were getting 
ready to fight.

5. In the sentence “A team member drove a quad bike around fields while pulling a trailer 
loaded down with radar equipment.” the use of the phrase “loaded down” suggests...

   The trailer was empty.
   The trailer had lots of work to do.
   The trailer was full of equipment.
   The trailer had more than it could cope with.

6. Summarise the key information in the story in 20 words or fewer.  
Accept any reasonable answer that summarises the information in 20 words or fewer, 
e.g. Ancient Roman remains, including marching camps, were found in Wales after hot 
weather revealed the outlines on the ground. 
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