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Animal of the month 
These monkeys went on a bit of 
an adventure 34 million years 
ago! Scientists believe they might 
have travelled from Africa to South 
America by raft. 

Travelling Monkeys

Note from the Editor

Dear Reader, 
Things are certainly very different since the last edition of Twinkl NewsRoom’s magazine! 
You are probably reading this at home, instead of school. If you are at school, it might 
look a bit different at the moment. 

These are unusual times, and it’s OK if you are finding it strange or even a bit upsetting. 
Many adults are as well.

While the news can also seem scary at times, there are lots of really positive, good things 
happening across the world. From rescued koalas to recovering ozone layers, happy news 
is everywhere!

People are also working hard to bring joy and help others in this unusual time. You might 
already have heard of Captain Tom, who’s raised millions of pounds for the NHS! People 
have also been applauding key workers, and footballers are even heading into the world 
of e-sports to entertain others. 

We’ve got all this news and more for you in the Twinkl NewsRoom magazine, as well as 
many activities for you to try. We hope you enjoy it!

Editor
Jon
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Daily News

Every Thursday, people around the UK 
went to their doorsteps or windows to clap 
workers in the NHS. 

They want to thank healthcare workers 
who are helping those in need. Healthcare 
workers can include doctors, nurses, carers 
and volunteers.

People aren’t just clapping to show 
their thanks. Some people have also let off 
fireworks! Others have banged pots, waved 
flags or have made their own banners.

A lot of people have written messages of 
thanks on social media. The royal family 
shared images of themselves clapping carers. 

Prince William and Catherine, Duchess of 
Cambridge, wrote a thank-you message to 
“all NHS staff working tirelessly to help.”

Famous buildings were lit up in blue, 
the colour of the NHS, including Wembley 
Stadium and the London Eye. 

On social media, the NHS thanked people 
for clapping. They said it was “emotional”.

A group called Clap For Our Carers tried 
to get as many people as possible to join in. 
They said that NHS workers needed “to know 
that we are grateful.” 

Clapping carers hasn’t just happened in the 
UK. People in other countries are doing it too. 
In France, the Netherlands and Spain, people 
have clapped for healthcare workers. 

People Unite to Thank NHS Workers

Glossary

NHS National Health Service, 
responsible for UK 
healthcare.

healthcare People who work to improve 
people’s health, such 
as doctors.

volunteers People who work without 
being paid.

tirelessly To work really hard to help 
others in need.

Why did people clap?

• On 26th March, at 8 p.m., people 
applauded NHS workers.

• People did this to say thank you. 

Illustraton: People clapping carers.

Applause 
for Carers

30th March 2020
Special Report   UK News  
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Daily News

There have been a lot of changes in sports 
recently. Luckily, sportspeople are finding 
clever ways to keep us entertained.  

Football players will be playing each other 
in a computer game tournament! Footballers 
from 20 top European teams, including 
Liverpool and Manchester City, will play 
against each other. 

The ‘FIFA 20 Stay and Play Cup’ was 
played between the 15th to 19th April. It 
was live-streamed on Twitch. EA Sports, 
the company which makes the FIFA games, 
also gave around £800 000 to help people 
affected by coronavirus. 

It’s not just football which is getting into 
e-sports! On 5th April, racing fans watched 
a virtual version of the Vietnam Grand 
Prix. The drivers included some professional 
drivers and a few famous faces. 

They played on computers instead of using 
real cars. Unlike having different types of 

cars to drive in real life, all the virtual cars 
had the same power. This meant that drivers 
had to rely on skill.  Also, they made the cars 
hard to damage. This allowed the drivers to 
crash and carry on. 

 Charles Leclerc, who races for Ferrari, won 
the race. After winning, Leclerc said that he 
gave “everything” to his performance. 

Sports Stars Compete in E-Sports

Glossary

live-streamed A live showing of an event 
over the Internet. 

virtual Something not happening 
in reality. 

grand prix Any race from a motoring 
competition that happens 
across the world. 

professional Someone who is paid 
something for their job.

What are e-sports?

• E-sports means electronic sports.

• They are organised competitions 
between people playing video games.

Photo: Someone playing a computer game.
Game On!

15th April 2020
Sport   World News  
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As most organised sports have been stopped for the time, 
many sportstars are competing in e-sports instead. 
These are competitions where people play video games 
against each other. But are e-sports real sports?

Let’s 
   Debate! Are E-Sports Real Sports?

TheQuestion

E-sports require skill and a lot of practice to master. Some 
of the top e-sport tournaments can get thousands, even 
millions, of people watching them. With huge numbers 
of fans, large prizes to win and skilled players, they 
are definitely sports. 

Yes!

E-sports are a lot of fun to play or watch, but they’re not 
really sports. Sports require a lot of physical activity, 
such as running or throwing. E-sports are played on 
computers or consoles instead. They’re fun but you 
can’t really call them sports.  

No!

What do you think? Write your opinion underneath!
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Daily News

Scientists say the ozone layer is healing 
over Antarctica. They say it’s down to an 
agreement made in 1987.

Back then, world leaders banned chemicals 
called CFCs. CFCs used to be in spray cans, 
fridges and even air conditioners. 

In the 1970s, scientists first said CFCs 
harmed the ozone layer.  In 1985, they 
then noticed a hole in the ozone layer above 
Antarctica.  

Many countries took action! In 1987, they 
signed the Montreal Protocol. This agreement 
stopped businesses using CFCs. CFCs are now 
much rarer.

The ozone layer is very important. It’s like 
a shield, protecting the Earth from harmful 
UV rays. Without it, life would be almost 
impossible.

The ozone layer is part of the Earth’s 
atmosphere.  The atmosphere is a layer of 
gases that surround us. It includes oxygen, 

which we need in order to breathe, and 
another gas called nitrogen. 

Dr Antara Banerjee wrote a report that 
explained how the Montreal Protocol is 
helping the ozone layer to heal. 

She says that, while today’s news is 
positive,  people need to keep working hard. 
This will help the ozone layer to fully recover 
and improve the environment.

Scientists Say Ozone Is Healing

Glossary

CFCs A mixture of the chemicals 
that harm the ozone layer.

protocol A system of rules that people 
agree to follow.

businesses Groups that make or sell 
things to make money.

UV rays Ultraviolet light that comes 
from the sun.

What is the ozone layer?

• The ozone layer is a layer of gases 
above the Earth.

• It soaks up harmful UV rays and 
stops them from reaching the Earth. 

Illustration: The ozone layer.

Ozone 
Recovery

2nd April 2020
Environment  World News  
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Daily News

A 99-year-old Second World War veteran 
has raised millions for the NHS. He has 
raised nearly £30 million by walking laps of 
his garden! 

Tom Moore, also known as Captain Tom, 
wanted to do 100 laps of his garden before 
his 100th birthday. 

Captain Tom wanted to show support for 
NHS workers as they help people in need. For 
over a week, he’s done ten laps a day of his 
garden every day.  

At first, Captain Tom wanted to raise 
£1000. However, people heard about what 
he was doing and started giving money. 
The money kept increasing. When it reached 
£2.5 million, Tom said, “Never in my wildest 
imagination did I think this would be 
possible.” 

On Wednesday evening, he’d raised £4 
million. A message said, “WOW!... cannot 
wait to tell Tom the news in the morning.”

Captain Tom wanted to finish the 
challenge on 30th April. However, he finished 
earlier than expected on 16th April. The 
moment was on live TV!

Tom has been raising money for the NHS 
Charities Together. Ellie Horton, from the 
group, said they were “humbled by Captain 
Tom and what he’s achieved.”

Today’s story comes as people are showing 
support for each other. In the UK, every 
Thursday at 8 p.m., people have gone to their 
windows to clap NHS workers. 

Children have been painting pictures 
of rainbows and putting teddy bears in 
windows to spread joy. 750 000 adults in the 
UK have become NHS volunteers, who will 
help vulnerable people with different jobs.

Captain Tom Raises Millions 

Glossary

veteran An ex-member of the 
armed forces.

NHS The National Health Service, 
which is responsible for 
healthcare in the UK.

volunteers People who give up their time 
for free to do something.

vulnerable In need of special care.

What is Captain Tom doing?

• Captain Tom Moore, 99, is raising 
money for the NHS.

• He has completed 100 laps of his 
garden before his 100th birthday.

Illustration: Captain Tom has raised money for 
the NHS.

Captain 
Tom

17th April 2020
Special Report   UK News  
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Questions
1. How much money has Tom raised? 

   nearly £1 million
   nearly £3 million
   nearly £10 million
   nearly £30 million

2. Compare and contrast what Tom wanted to raise at the start with what he ended 
up raising. 
 

 

3. Put a tick in the box to show whether the statements are true or false. 
True False

Captain Tom’s first target was £1 million.
Captain Tom fought in the Second World War.
Captain Tom has completed 100 laps of his garden.
Captain Tom wasn’t surprised when he raised £2.5 million

4. ‘A message said, “WOW!... cannot wait to tell Tom the news in the morning.”’ 
This suggests that... 

  someone was really excited about this news.
  someone thought Tom didn’t need to know straight away.
  Tom doesn’t know how much he’s raised.
  Tom is going to stop.

5. Find and copy two things that children are doing to show support for people.

1.  

2.  

6. Tick the headline that best summarises the story. 

  Captain Tom Doing Laps of Garage
  90-Year-Old Raises Money for Charity
  Captain Tom Raises Money for NHS by Doing Laps of Garden
  Captain Tom Doing 90 Laps of Garden

Captain Tom
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Daily News

Museums across the world are home to 
some of our greatest wonders. Yet soon, 
many will include hand-drawn rainbows 
and even toilet roll!

To help people in the future understand 
what life was like during COVID-19, 
museums are asking people to send in their 
own examples of daily life. 

These will be displayed in exhibitions when 
life returns to normal. 

The Museum of London is one of the 
museums asking people to record what life is 
like during this time. 

One of the people in charge of the 
collection, Beatrice Behelen, said that no 
artefact is “too humble” and that they want 
a range of objects, “from clothing to hair 
clippers, from diaries to memes.”

Another museum in Brighton is asking for 
people to write one or two lines in a diary 
every day. They’re asking people do this so 
they can understand how those living at this 
time felt. 

Museums around the world are also 
coming up with creative ways to allow 
people to carry on visiting them. 

The Louvre, in France, The Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History, in the USA, and 
The British Museum have all created virtual 
tours around their collections.

If you start writing and collecting now, 
perhaps your own work could end up on the 
walls of a museum.

Museum Asks for Everyday Items

Glossary

exhibitions Public displays of 
interesting items.

artefacts An object of cultural or 
historical interest. 

record To make a copy for 
the future.

virtual tours Tours that can be done at 
home using an electronic 
device, such as a tablet.

What are museums?

• Museums are places that collect 
objects for different purposes. 

• Some display items from the ancient 
past; others show life as it is today. 

Photo: The British Museum offers a virtual tour.

Pieces of 
History

28th April 2020
History  UK News  
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My Time Capsule Activity
Fill in the information below then put this page in a safe place at home. At a special time in 

the future, open it, read and reflect on all your special things from today.

My name is : ____________________________________

My age is: _______________________________________

Today’s date is: _________________________________

Stick a picture of yourself here

My favourite subject:

My favourite book:

My favourite movie:

My favourite television programme:

My favourite food:

My favourite drink:

My favourite sport:

My favourite singer/band:

My favourite song:

My favourite colour:

My favourite time of the year:

What I want to be when I grow up:
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Daily News

There has been some exciting news in 
Australia! Koalas are being returned to 
their natural habitat. 

Bushfires caused a huge problem for 
Australia recently. They have caused huge 
damage to a large area of the country.  

Many koalas were rescued last year. Now, 
12 adorable koalas have been released back 
into an area called the Blue Mountains. Staff 
at Toranga Zoo had looked after them.

Once the fires stopped, wildlife experts 
took them to a eucalyptus forest.  Eucalyptus 
is a favourite food for these cute creatures. 

The forest was in the Kanangra-Boyd 
national park. Experts say there’s enough for 
the koalas to eat there.  

Partly because of bushfires, the number of 
koalas in the wild has been decreasing. 

However, conservation groups have been 
helping protect koalas. Charities, such as 
the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF), are 
working hard to protect and look after koala 

habitats. Dr Kellie Leigh is a member of a 
group called Science for Wildlife. She said 
she’ll be “keeping a close eye on them to 
make sure they settle in OK.”

Conservationists will now be working with 
these marsupials closely. If the project goes 
well, it could help with their efforts to lead a 
koala comeback.

Koalas Returned to the Wild Again

Glossary

habitats The natural home of an 
animal or plant.

bushfire A fire in scrub or a forest, 
especially one that spreads 
rapidly

eucalyptus An Australian 
evergreen plant. 

conservation Saving and protecting the 
environment.

Why are koalas being released?

• Koalas were rescued from bushfires in 
Australia recently.

• The fires have now stopped and 
the koalas are going back to their 
natural habitat. 

Photo: Koalas are returning to their habitat.

Koala 
Comeback

9th April 2020
Animals  World News  
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Daily News

Scientists have observed some strange 
weather on a faraway planet. It seems to be 
raining iron!

Scientists were studying a planet called 
WASP-76b. They noticed that they were 
getting large readings of iron on the planet. 
They think this could prove that when it 
rains, iron falls from the sky. 

WASP-76b is 640 light years away. The 
scientists had to use a piece of equipment 
called 'The Very Large Telescope’ to view the 
planet. It can see huge distances into space.

So, why do scientists think the planet is 
raining iron? Well, one side of the planet 
only ever faces its nearest star. This means 
that this side of the planet is very hot. It 
is 2400°C. This is hot enough to turn iron 
into vapour.

Because the other side never faces the star, 
it’s nearly 900°C cooler. The temperature 
difference creates storms. The storms travel 
from the hot side of the planet to the cooler 

side. When they reach the cooler side, the 
vapour cools and turns into rain. 

One of the scientists, Dr David Ehrenreich, 
said it rains in the evening "except it 
rains iron."

Who knows what unknown things we will 
discover next out in space?

On Faraway Planet, It Rains... Iron, 
Say Scientists

Glossary

light years The distance light can travel 
in a year.

star A massive ball of hot 
gas that gives off light 
and heat. The Sun is the 
Earth’s star.

vapour When a liquid begins to 
turn into a gas and appears 
to float in the air. 

temperature How warm or how cold 
something is.

What is WASP-76b?

• WASP-76b is a planet, 640 light 
years away from Earth.

• Scientists say it rains iron there.

Illustration: Iron rain on WASP-76b.
Iron Rain

31st March 2020
Science  World News  
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Answer Pages
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Answer Pages Answers
1. How much money has Tom raised? 

   nearly £1 million
   nearly £3 million
   nearly £10 million
   nearly £30 million

2. Compare and contrast what Tom wanted to raise at the start with what he ended 
up raising. 
At first, Captain Tom set himself the target of raising £1000. He ended up raising nearly 
£30 million.

3. Put a tick in the box to show whether the statements are true or false. 

True False
Captain Tom’s first target was £1 million. 

Captain Tom fought in the Second World War. 

Captain Tom wants to complete 100 laps of his garden. 

Captain Tom wasn’t surprised when he raised £2.5 million 

4. ‘A message said, “WOW!... cannot wait to tell Tom the news in the morning.”’ 
This suggests that... 

  someone was really excited about this news.
  someone thought Tom didn’t need to know straight away.
  Tom doesn’t know how much he’s raised.
  Tom is going to stop.

5. Find and copy two things that children are doing to show support for people. 
painting pictures of rainbows and putting teddy bears in windows

6. Tick the headline that best summarises the story. 

  Captain Tom Doing Laps of Garage
  90-Year-Old Raises Money for Charity
  Captain Tom Raises Money for NHS by Doing Laps of Garden
  Captain Tom Doing 90 Laps of Garden

Captain Tom
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Answers
1. How much money has Tom raised? 

   nearly £1 million
   nearly £3 million
   nearly £10 million
   nearly £30 million

2. Compare and contrast what Tom wanted to raise at the start with what he ended 
up raising. 
At first, Captain Tom set himself the target of raising £1000. He ended up raising nearly 
£30 million.

3. Put a tick in the box to show whether the statements are true or false. 

True False
Captain Tom’s first target was £1 million. 

Captain Tom fought in the Second World War. 

Captain Tom wants to complete 100 laps of his garden. 

Captain Tom wasn’t surprised when he raised £2.5 million 

4. ‘A message said, “WOW!... cannot wait to tell Tom the news in the morning.”’ 
This suggests that... 

  someone was really excited about this news.
  someone thought Tom didn’t need to know straight away.
  Tom doesn’t know how much he’s raised.
  Tom is going to stop.

5. Find and copy two things that children are doing to show support for people. 
painting pictures of rainbows and putting teddy bears in windows

6. Tick the headline that best summarises the story. 

  Captain Tom Doing Laps of Garage
  90-Year-Old Raises Money for Charity
  Captain Tom Raises Money for NHS by Doing Laps of Garden
  Captain Tom Doing 90 Laps of Garden

Captain Tom
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Not every news story you see shared online can be trusted! Look at these news stories – one 
is completely made up! Can you spot the fake news story? Can you tell your fact from your 
fiction – your news from your nonsense? 

Think about it carefully, which news story can’t be trusted?

Did you spot it? 
Why do you think 
that news story 
can’t be trusted?

Fake News
Quiz
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