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Ways to Celebrate Outdoor Classroom Day
Be inspired to Take It Outside!

Go for a Walk
Whatever the weather, go for a walk together. It could be in your school grounds or 
further. You could have a purpose - try mapping your school grounds or local area. Go 
litter picking to improve your local or school environment. Or simply, just walk! Children 
see a lot more than adults. They pick out sounds, colour, texture and bugs. They hop, 
skip and jump. They make collections of random objects! Take a journey stick on your 
walk - collect interesting objects and tie them to your stick. That way, you can talk about 
the journey back inside.

Build a Den 
Worried about the weather? Provide your class with den material. You can keep it simple 
with boxes, sheets and pegs. Use your playground equipment or furniture as a frame. Or 
you can test construction skills using poles, tarpaulins and rope. 
Perhaps you can source hay bales from a local supplier? You 
could give the children a scenario - build a shelter for 4 people; 
make a waterproof shelter. Or simply let their imaginations 
run wild! What about making a flag for their den? 

Marvellous Minibeasts 
Explore what lives outside your classroom. Go on a bug hunt and map the habitats you 

find in your school grounds. Where did you find the most signs of life? How could 
you encourage more creatures to make a home in your school grounds? Try building 

a bug hotel to encourage more wildlife to share your outdoor space. Just 
a little effort will give great results!

Green Fingers 
Hopefully, you’ll be encouraged to come outside more often. Why not use the 
opportunity to make your outdoor space more attractive? Tidy up an overgrown 
area and plant wild flowers that will attract birds and insects. Try planting a 
buddleia, more commonly known as a butterfly bush. Not only does it look and 
smell amazing, butterflies love it too! Encourage the children to grow vegetables 
and fruit - make sure you care for them and enjoy tasting them at harvest 
time! Let the children plant seeds and bulbs that they can take home too.
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Environmental Art  
Be an artist for the day! Observe the world around you and record what you see. Explore 
different media to create an effect - watercolour, oil paint and pastels. Try mixing natural 
paint using green leaves, berries or even mud. You could make a stick frame to present 
your finished piece. You could create an outdoor art gallery for parents and carers to 
look at after school. Be inspired by Environmental Artists such as Andy Goldsworthy and 
create sculptures using natural material you find outdoors. 

Choose a Challenge! 
If your class enjoy a challenge, why not provide some problem-solving opportunities? Can 
they build a nest for a bird? Can they build a bridge to cross the ‘river’? Can they make 
a skeleton from sticks? Take a look at these Outdoor Maths Challenge Cards for some 
inspiration!

Glorious Games   
Children are masters of invention. Challenge them to come up with a new game or teach 
them traditional games from this Playground Games Teaching Ideas Pack. Try staging 
your own sports event - make leaf bunting and award winners with a leaf crown or a 
badge made from natural material.

Have a Picnic 
There’s nothing like a picnic outdoors! You could provide ingredients for the children 
to make their own picnic - it could link to your DT curriculum. Otherwise, 
ask your catering team if they could provide an outdoor option for that 
day. Even just a fruit snack outside will feel like a treat. If you’re 
lucky enough to have a fire pit or barbecue, why not try cooking 
together? Toasted marshmallows, roasted potatoes, toasted jam 
sandwiches…delicious! Don’t forget to do a risk assessment!

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-252416-outdoor-maths-challenge-cards
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2546057-playground-games-teaching-ideas

