
Year 1: Art 

Materials Ideas, experiences and 

imagination 

Techniques Range of Artists 

M1 I can investigate different materials and how 

they can be adapted, including experimenting with 

pleating, cutting and folding paper and thin card to 

understand the difference between 2D and 3D.  

E1 I can share ideas about what art is 

and where it can be found.  

T1 Collage I can find out how to make collage pictures for 

particular purposes by cutting, tearing and sticking varied 

papers and objects to a background. 

A1 I know what an 

artist is. 

M2 I can explore a range of mediums and discover 

their range of effects when designing and making 

a product.  

E2 I can work as part of a group to 

create a piece of work and also create 

artwork independently.  

 

T2 Drawing I can create drawings (observational, imagination 

etc.) by understanding that they are made using lines to create 

shapes, patterns and textures. 

A2 I know the names 

of some artists and I 

can talk about what I 

like and dislike in their 

work. 

M3 Textiles I can begin to identify different forms 

of textiles.   

I am beginning to cut and shape fabric/threads 

using scissors.  

I can decorate/embellish fabric by sticking a range 

of textile products/shapes. 

I can add additional decoration to my textile 

products by sticking buttons, beads, feathers, 

ribbon etc.  

E3 I can draw from imagination, 

observation and memory to design 

things, record observations, tell stories 

and express thought and feelings to 

others.  

T3 Painting I can experiment with different colours, marks, 

shapes and patterns that can be made with paint. 

I can mix primary colours to make secondary colours.  

 

 E4 I can create representations of real-

life objects using a range of shapes. 

T4 Sculpture: I can use junk materials (and/or crumpled 

newspaper/ carrier bags covered with layers of paper and 

PVA, adding decoration and colour) to design and make a 3D 

object. 

 

  T5 Printing: I can print with a range of hard and soft materials. 

E.g. corks, domino, pen lid, sponge, flower, feather, 

 



fruits/vegetables etc. 

I can print simple repeating patterns and recognise patterns in 

the environment. 

I can print onto different surfaces. 

 

 

Year 1 topic coverage 

Autumn 

Light and Dark 

Spring 

Once upon a Time 

Summer 

Let’s Explore Outside 

M1, M2 

E1, E2, E3 

T2, T3, T5 

A1, A2 

M1, M2, M3 

E1, E2 

T1, T3 

A1, A2 

M1, M2 

E1, E2, E3, E4 

T2, T4 

A1, A2 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

Materials: 

Investigate, change, experiment – trial and error, up, 

across, next to, on top of, underneath, between, over the 

top of, in line with, near to, inside, left, right, explore – 

effect, pleat, cut, fold, strong, weak, 2D, 3D, design, make, 

range of resources, tools, scissors, glue stick, PVA glue, 

card board, paper, card, tubes, boxes, plastic bottles, 

newspaper, carrier bags, mediums, paint, pastels, pencils, 

product, model, share, review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

Ideas, experiences and imagination: 

Art, where, what, place, gallery, nature, all around, group, 

create, independent. 

 

Materials: 

Investigate, change, experiment – trial and error, up, 

across, next to, on top of, underneath, between, over the 

top of, in line with, near to, inside, left, right, explore – 

effect, pleat, cut, fold, strong, weak, 2D, 3D, design, 

make, range of resources, tools, scissors, glue stick, PVA 

glue, card board, paper, card, tubes, boxes, plastic 

bottles, newspaper, carrier bags, mediums, paint, pastels, 

pencils, product, model, textiles, cut, shape, fabric, thread, 

decorate, stick, buttons, beads, feathers, ribbon, share, 

review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

 

 

Materials: 

Investigate, change, experiment – trial and error, up, 

across, next to, on top of, underneath, between, over the 

top of, in line with, near to, inside, left, right, explore – 

effect, pleat, cut, fold, strong, weak, 2D, 3D, design, make, 

range of resources, tools, scissors, glue stick, PVA glue, 

card board, paper, card, tubes, boxes, plastic bottles, 

newspaper, carrier bags, mediums, paint, pastels, pencils, 

product, model, share, review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

Ideas, experiences and imagination: 

Art, where, what, place, gallery, nature, all around, group, 

create, independent, imagination, observation, memory, 

design, record, tell stories, express, thoughts, feelings, 



Techniques: 

Drawing – observe, imagination, memory, line, wavy, thick, 

thin, zigzag, shape, common, square, circle, rectangle, 

triangle, 2D, flat, pattern, spotted, striped, simple, texture, 

visual, rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard, prickly, furry, flat, 

shiny, hairy, share, review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

Painting – experiment, mark,  line, wavy, thick, thin, 

zigzag, shape, common, square, circle, rectangle, triangle,  

2D, flat, pattern, spotted, striped, simple, brush, thick, thin, 

hard, soft, bristles, hairs, paint, colour, bright, cool, warm, 

shade, mix, primary, create secondary, share, review, 

reflect, evaluate. 

 

Printing – print, hard, soft, materials, cork, domino, pen lid, 

sponge, flower, feather, fruit/veg, repeating patterns, 

environment, see, spot, recognise, surface. 

 

Range of Artists: 

Artist, create, names of some famous artists, like, dislike, 

artwork. 

Ideas, experiences and imagination: 

Art, where, what, place, gallery, nature, all around, group, 

create, independent, imagination, observation, memory, 

design, record, tell stories, express, thoughts, feelings, 

audience,  share, review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

Techniques: 

Collage – purpose, cut, tear, stick, paper, objects, 

overlap, texture, tactile, rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard, 

prickly, furry, flat, shiny, hairy, pattern, spotted, striped, 

simple, share, review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

Painting – experiment, mark, shape, 2D, flat, pattern, 

spotted, striped, simple, brush, thick, thin, hard, soft, 

bristles, hairs, paint, colour, bright, cool, warm, shade, 

mix, primary, create secondary, share, review, reflect, 

evaluate. 

 

Range of Artists: 

Artist, create, names of some famous artists, like, dislike, 

artwork. 

represent, real-life, audience,  share, review, reflect, 

evaluate. 

 

Techniques: 

Drawing – observe, imagination, memory, line, wavy, 

thick, thin, zigzag, shape, common, square, circle, 

rectangle, triangle, 2D, flat, pattern, spotted, striped, 

simple, texture, visual, rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard, 

prickly, furry, flat, shiny, hairy, share, review, reflect, 

evaluate. 

 

Sculpture – model, junk, crumple, newspaper, carrier 

bags, paper, PVA glue, layers, decoration, colour, design, 

make, 3D, object, colour, bright, cool, warm, shade, mix, 

primary, create secondary, share, review, reflect, evaluate. 

 

Range of Artists: 

Artist, create, names of some famous artists, like, dislike, 

artwork. 

I will know I will know I will know 

 That there are different materials that I can use to 

construct/make with. 

 The names of different materials that I can use. 

 That materials can be changed in a variety of ways, 

including pleating, cutting, and folding. 

 How to pleat with paper and thin card. 

 How to hold scissors properly and correctly. 

 How to cut paper and thin card. 

 How to fold paper and thin card. 

 That things can be 2D or 3D. 

 That 2D means it unable to be held, it is flat. 

 That there are different materials that I can use to 

construct/make with. 

 The names of different materials that I can use. 

 That materials can be changed in a variety of 

ways, including pleating, cutting, and folding. 

 How to pleat with paper and thin card. 

 How to hold scissors properly and correctly. 

 How to cut paper and thin card. 

 How to fold paper and thin card. 

 That things can be 2D or 3D. 

 That 2D means it unable to be held, it is flat. 

 That there are different materials that I can use to 

construct/make with. 

 The names of different materials that I can use. 

 That materials can be changed in a variety of 

ways, including pleating, cutting, and folding. 

 How to pleat with paper and thin card. 

 How to hold scissors properly and correctly. 

 How to cut paper and thin card. 

 How to fold paper and thin card. 

 That things can be 2D or 3D. 

 That 2D means it unable to be held, it is flat. 



 That 3D means it can be held; it has different 

faces/height to it. 

 That there are different stages to creating a piece 

of Art e.g. designing, making. 

 That there are a range of mediums that I can use: 

e.g. paint (oil, water colour, powder, block, water-

based/ready mixed) pencil, pencil crayons, wax 

crayons, felt tips etc. 

 The names of the mediums available to me. 

 What a sketchbook is. 

 How to explore the use of mediums and the effects 

they can create (having a change to practise and 

investigate). 

 

 

 That Art can be lots of different things as it comes 

in different forms e.g. painting, sculpture, mosaic, 

drawing, graffiti etc. 

 That Art can be found in a gallery. 

 That Art can be found hanging on a wall. 

 That Art can be found on the street. 

 That Art can be found in a book. 

 That Art can be found on the internet. 

 That Art can be found in a garden/natural place. 

 That Art is all around us. 

 That Art can be seen in different ways by different 

people. 

 How to work as part of a group effectively e.g. 

being collaborative and taking other people’s ideas 

into consideration. 

 How to work independently.  

 How to create a piece of artwork. 

 That 3D means it can be held; it has different 

faces/height to it. 

 That there are different stages to creating a piece 

of Art e.g. designing, making. 

 That there are a range of mediums that I can use: 

e.g. paint (oil, water colour, powder, block, water-

based/ready mixed) pencil, pencil crayons, wax 

crayons, felt tips etc. 

 The names of the mediums available to me. 

 What a sketchbook is. 

 How to explore the use of mediums and the 

effects they can create (having a change to 

practise and investigate). 

 That there are different forms of textiles. 

 The names of some of the forms of textiles. 

 That fabric and thread can be cut with scissors. 

 How to cut fabric and thread with scissors with 

some support. 

 That textiles can be decorated. 

 How to decorate textiles using a sticking 

technique. 

 

 

 That Art can be lots of different things as it comes 

in different forms e.g. painting, sculpture, mosaic, 

drawing, graffiti etc. 

 That Art can be found in a gallery. 

 That Art can be found hanging on a wall. 

 That Art can be found on the street. 

 That Art can be found in a book. 

 That Art can be found on the internet. 

 That Art can be found in a garden/natural place. 

 That Art is all around us. 

 That 3D means it can be held; it has different 

faces/height to it. 

 That there are different stages to creating a piece 

of Art e.g. designing, making. 

 That there are a range of mediums that I can use: 

e.g. paint (oil, water colour, powder, block, water-

based/ready mixed) pencil, pencil crayons, wax 

crayons, felt tips etc. 

 The names of the mediums available to me. 

 What a sketchbook is. 

 How to explore the use of mediums and the 

effects they can create (having a change to 

practise and investigate). 

 

 

 That Art can be lots of different things as it comes 

in different forms e.g. painting, sculpture, mosaic, 

drawing, graffiti etc. 

 That Art can be found in a gallery. 

 That Art can be found hanging on a wall. 

 That Art can be found on the street. 

 That Art can be found in a book. 

 That Art can be found on the internet. 

 That Art can be found in a garden/natural place. 

 That Art is all around us. 

 That Art can be seen in different ways by different 

people. 

 How to work as part of a group effectively e.g. 

being collaborative and taking other people’s 

ideas into consideration. 

 How to work independently.  

 How to create a piece of artwork. 



 That I can draw from my imagination (something 

that I have made up or changed). 

 How to draw from my imagination. 

 That I can draw from observation (recreating a 

picture of something that is in front of me). 

 How to draw from observation e.g. simple focus 

and perspective. 

 That I can draw from memory (something that I 

have seen, done, or experienced in the past).  

 How to draw from memory. 

 That I can use these different ways of drawing to 

design things. 

 That I can use these different ways of drawing to 

record observations e.g. the changes in the 

seasons/weather. 

 That I can tell stories through drawings. 

 That I can express my thoughts and feelings 

through drawings. 

 

 

 

Drawing 

 How to hold a pencil with an effective tripod grip. 

 That drawings are made up of lines that create 

shapes. 

 How to draw some simple lines e.g. wavy, thick, 

thin, zigzag. 

 That drawings are made up of patterns. 

 How to draw simple patterns e.g. spotted, striped, 

repeated. 

 That drawings are made up of visual (seen) 

textures. 

 That Art can be seen in different ways by different 

people. 

 How to work as part of a group effectively e.g. 

being collaborative and taking other people’s 

ideas into consideration. 

 How to work independently.  

 How to create a piece of artwork. 

 

 

Collage 

 That a collage is a piece of artwork that is created 

using a range of materials stuck to a background. 

 That materials in a collage should overlap. 

 How to cut materials for a collage. 

 How to tear materials for a collage. 

 How to stick varied materials to a background. 

 How to select materials to fit with the purpose of 

the collage e.g. if collaging a quilt the materials 

should be soft/warm. 

 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

Painting 

 That paint comes in a range of different colours. 

 How to experiment with colour to achieve the look 

I want. 

 How to hold a paint brush with an effective tripod 

grip. 

 That paint can be used to create different marks 

(lines) e.g. wavy, thick, thin, zigzag. 

 How to create/make simple lines using paint. 

 That I can draw from my imagination (something 

that I have made up or changed). 

 How to draw from my imagination. 

 That I can draw from observation (recreating a 

picture of something that is in front of me). 

 How to draw from observation e.g. simple focus 

and perspective. 

 That I can draw from memory (something that I 

have seen, done, or experienced in the past).  

 How to draw from memory. 

 That I can use these different ways of drawing to 

design things. 

 That I can use these different ways of drawing to 

record observations e.g. the changes in the 

seasons/weather. 

 That I can tell stories through drawings. 

 That I can express my thoughts and feelings 

through drawings. 

 That I can represent real-life objects through my 

artwork. 

 How to show real-life objects using shapes. 

 

 

Drawing 

 How to hold a pencil with an effective tripod grip. 

 That drawings are made up of lines that create 

shapes. 

 How to draw some simple lines e.g. wavy, thick, 

thin, zigzag. 

 That drawings are made up of patterns. 

 How to draw simple patterns e.g. spotted, striped, 

repeated. 



 How to draw simple visual (seen) textures e.g. 

rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard, prickly, furry, flat, 

shiny, hairy. 

 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

Painting 

 That paint comes in a range of different colours. 

 How to experiment with colour to achieve the look I 

want. 

 How to hold a paint brush with an effective tripod 

grip. 

 That paint can be used to create different marks 

(lines) e.g. wavy, thick, thin, zigzag. 

 How to create/make simple lines using paint. 

 That paint can be used to create different shapes 

e.g. 2D, flat, common, square, triangle, rectangle, 

circle. 

 How to create/make simple shapes using paint. 

 That paint can be used to make simple patterns 

e.g. spotted, striped, repeated. 

 How to make/create a simple pattern using paint. 

 That red, yellow, and blue are the 3 primary 

colours. 

 That the new colour that is produced when mixing 

2 of the primary colours together is called a 

secondary colour. 

 That the 3 secondary colours are purple, green and 

orange. 

 How to mix primary colours to make secondary 

colours e.g. equal amounts of each paint and swirl 

until one solid colour is made. 

 That paint can be used to create different shapes 

e.g. 2D, flat, common, square, triangle, rectangle, 

circle. 

 How to create/make simple shapes using paint. 

 That paint can be used to make simple patterns 

e.g. spotted, striped, repeated. 

 How to make/create a simple pattern using paint. 

 That red, yellow, and blue are the 3 primary 

colours. 

 That the new colour that is produced when mixing 

2 of the primary colours together is called a 

secondary colour. 

 That the 3 secondary colours are purple, green 

and orange. 

 How to mix primary colours to make secondary 

colours e.g. equal amounts of each paint and swirl 

until one solid colour is made. 

 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

 

 That an artist is someone who creates a piece of 

artwork. 

 The names of some famous artists. 

 That we can have an opinion about a piece of 

artwork. 

 That our opinion may be different to others, that 

does not mean either of us is wrong. 

 How to share and discuss my likes and dislikes 

regarding a piece of artwork. 

 That drawings are made up of visual (seen) 

textures. 

 How to draw simple visual (seen) textures e.g. 

rough, smooth, bumpy, soft, hard, prickly, furry, 

flat, shiny, hairy. 

 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

3D Sculpture – Junk Modelling 

 That a model can be made from materials that we 

recycle. 

 The names of different junk/recycled materials e.g. 

tubes, boxes, newspaper, carrier bags. 

 How to design my model before attempting to 

make it. 

 That adding paper and PVA glue can strengthen 

models. 

 How to join and shape junk/recycled materials to 

make a 3D model. 

 How to add paper and PVA glue to strengthen a 

model. 

 How to decorate a model with materials and 

colour to make it fit for purpose. 

 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

 

 That an artist is someone who creates a piece of 

artwork. 

 The names of some famous artists. 



 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

Printing 

 That I can print with hard and soft materials. 

 How to print with hard and soft materials. 

 That a repeating pattern is a pattern that is 

continuous. 

 How to print using a repeated pattern. 

 That there are patterns in the environment. 

 How to recognise patterns in the environment. 

 That you can print onto different surfaces. 

 How to print onto different surfaces. 

 How to share/present and discuss my work. 

 How to reflect on and evaluate my work with 

support. 

 

 

 That an artist is someone who creates a piece of 

artwork. 

 The names of some famous artists. 

 That we can have an opinion about a piece of 

artwork. 

 That our opinion may be different to others, that 

does not mean either of us is wrong. 

 How to share and discuss my likes and dislikes 

regarding a piece of artwork. 

 That we can have an opinion about a piece of 

artwork. 

 That our opinion may be different to others, that 

does not mean either of us is wrong. 

 How to share and discuss my likes and dislikes 

regarding a piece of artwork. 


