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Success Criteria

Aim

• Statement 1 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.

• Statement 2
• Sub statement

Success Criteria

Aim
• I understand the challenges faced by the environment and I am able 

to identify the steps I can take to help.

• I can talk about environments around the world.

• I can understand environmental problems that exist.

• I can identify positive steps I might take to help our environment.

This resource is fully in line with the Learning Outcomes and Core Themes outlined in the PSHE Association’s Programme of Study.

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/programme-study-pshe-education-key-stages-1%E2%80%935


The Big Questions

What can we 
do to help?

What challenges 
are faced by our 
environment?



What Is Earth Day?

Earth Day was started in 1970 and it is celebrated 
on 22nd April every year.

It encourages clean living and promotes everyone to think about the 
environment. Our environment is everything around us. It includes:
• plants
• humans and other animals
• the air that we breathe



What Is Earth Day?

Earth Day 2020 is the 
50th anniversary 

of Earth Day! 
Let’s make it a good one!



Our Beautiful Earth



Our Beautiful Earth



Our Beautiful Earth



Our Beautiful Earth



Our Beautiful Earth



Our world is such a beautiful place. There are so many fantastic things 
around us. What have you noticed about our beautiful world today?

Our Beautiful Earth



What’s the Problem?

Although our world is a beautiful place, it is facing a lot of problems. 
What do you think these pictures might show?



Forests are being cut down at alarming rates. Palm oil production 
and farm land creation are two major reasons for this. 

This is a problem for a number of reasons:

Trees help the Earth process waste 
gases and clean the air of pollution.

Large amounts of forest areas 
are being cut down which means 

the trees that help clean the 
air are removed. 

About 50% of the world’s 
tropical forests have been cleared 

already. One major reason for 
this is meat production.

The Earth loses the equivalent of 27 
football fields in cut-down forests 

every minute, according to the 
World Wildlife Fund.

What’s the Problem?



When these harmful gases go in to the air, they get trapped in the layer 
protecting the Earth from the Sun. The Sun’s heat, received by the Earth, is 

then unable to escape from the atmosphere and therefore is trapped, 
causing the Earth’s temperature to rise.

What’s the Problem?

The temperature of the Earth has been rising steadily. 
One reason this happens is because of the harmful gases that come 

from vehicles, such as cars or trucks, as well as factories.



• The ice melting will result in sea levels rising and could therefore cause 
flooding.

• The habitats of certain animals will reduce in size, making it harder for 
them to live there.

As the temperature of the earth rises, ice around the world melts. This has 
a number of possible consequences:

What’s the Problem?



Large amounts of plastic are 
finding their way into our seas and 
oceans. This can have devastating 
consequences for the creatures that 

live there:

Sea creatures could eat plastic, 
causing real problems to their 

digestive systems.

They could get trapped in plastics, 
causing them to be unable to get 

food or unable to escape predators.

Plastics take a very long time to 
decompose, so when they are in the 
seas and oceans, they will be there 

for a very long time!

What’s the Problem?



All the actions we have discussed are so exciting! These are small ways 
we can make a really big impact and help our beautiful world! 
Let’s spread the word and encourage everyone to do their bit.

Using large pieces of paper and 
colourful pens, you now have the 
chance to tell people about ways 

they can help the environment. You 
may want to focus on one or two 

of the ways we have spoken about, 
or you may want to include a lot. 

It’s up to you!

Small Steps, Big Difference



Environmental Change –
Let’s Do This!

Spend a few quiet minutes thinking about tomorrow and how you can 
use three of these environmental actions in your day. Remember, small 

steps can make a big difference!


