
 

Year 5 History 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry 

C1 Can I place periods of history on a 
timeline showing periods of time? 

K1 Can I describe historical events from the 
different period/s I am studying/have 
studied? 

H1 Can I appreciate how historical artefacts 
have helped us understand more about 
British lives in the present and past? 

C2 Can I use my mathematical skills to work 
exact time scales and differences as need 
be? 

K2 Can I make comparisons between 
historical periods; explaining things that have 
changed and things which have stayed the 
same? 

H2 Can I give more than one reason to 
support a historical argument? 

C3 Can I use dates and historical language in 
my work? 

K3 Can I begin to appreciate that how we 
make decisions has been through a 
Parliament for some time? 

H3 Can I communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what I have found 
out? 

C4 Can I begin to build up a picture of what 
main events happened in Britain/the world 
during different centuries? 

K4 Can I appreciate that significant events in 
history have helped shape the country we 
have today? 

 

C5 Can I plot recent history on a timeline 
using centuries? 

K5 Can I gain a good understanding as to 
how crime and punishment has changed 
over the years? 

 

C6 Can I use dates and historical language in 
my work? 

  

 

 

 



 

Year 5 Topic Coverage 

Autumn  
Battle of Britain 

Spring  
Saxons & Vikings 

Summer 
Mayan Civilisation / Amazing Amazon 

C1-6 
K1, K2, K4 

H1-3 

C4 
K1, K2, K3, K5 

H1-3 

C1-4, C6 
H2, H3 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

BCE, Before Common Era, CE, Common Era, 
BC, Before Christ, AD, Anno Domini, period, 
era, decade, century, timeline, chronological 
order, time scale, differences, dates, events, 
Britain, recent, history, millennium, describe, 
period, compare, similar, different, contrast, 

explain, change, continuity, stayed the same, 
significant, events, influence, artefact, 

understand, present, past, argument, debate, 
reasoned point, communicate, point of view, 

evidence, to weigh up both sides, on one 
hand, however, different experiences, primary 
evidence, secondary evidence, eye witness, 

this source suggests that…, this source 
doesn’t show that…, reliable, could have 

been, might have been… may be, my 
conclusion is that…, suggest, infer, historian. 

Main events, Britain, recent, history, 
century, describe, period, compare, similar, 

different, contrast, explain, change, 
continuity, stayed the same, appreciate, 

Parliament, democracy, crime, punishment, 
artefact, understand, present, past, 
argument, debate, reasoned point, 

communicate, point of view, evidence, to 
weigh up both sides, on one hand, 

however, different experiences, primary 
evidence, secondary evidence, eye 

witness, this source suggests that…, this 
source doesn’t show that…, reliable, could 
have been, might have been… may be, my 

conclusion is that…, suggest, infer, 
historian. 

BCE, Before Common Era, CE, Common 
Era, BC, Before Christ, AD, Anno Domini, 
period, era, decade, century, differences, 

dates, events, Britain, recent, history, 
millennium, artefact, understand, present, 
past, argument, debate, reasoned point, 
communicate, point of view, evidence, to 

weigh up both sides, on one hand, however, 
different experiences, primary evidence, 

secondary evidence, eye witness, this source 
suggests that…, this source doesn’t show 

that…, reliable, could have been, might have 
been… may be, my conclusion is that…, 

suggest, infer, historian. 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Germany, Great Britain, USA, USSR, Japan, 
Italy, Adolf Hitler, Winston Churchill, Neville 
Chamberlain, Allies, ARP warden, blackout, 
bomb, Blitz, concentration camp, evacuee, 

Gestapo, home guard, Nazi, refugee, 
evacuation, soldier, Swastika, air raid shelter, 
army, Axis Powers, Spitfire, medal, rationing, 

ration book. 

Angles, Saxons, Jutes, mead, rune, wattle 
and daub, thatch, farmer, warrior, Sutton 
Hoo, Lindisfarne, Hengest, Horsa, monk, 

manuscript, Weregeld, Athelstan, 
Christianity, Augustine, Alfred the Great, 

Aethelred the Unready 
 

Tulum, Ahau, dynasty, maize, codex, 
hieroglyphics, stela, scribe, haab, jade, 
sacrifice, city-states, pyramid, peasant, 

bloodletting, cacao, cenote, huipil, Popol Vuh, 
tzolk’in, pok-ta-pok, Bacabs, ceiba, 

astronomy, calendar, Pakal, Itzamna, 
Kukulcan. 



 

Longboat, longhouse, chieftain, Berserker, 
Danegeld, feast, raid, trade, Yggdrasil, 

runes, Pagan, Danelaw, Asgard, Jarl, Karl, 
figurehead, chainmail, Valhalla, Thor, Odin, 

Loki, Valkyrie. 

I will know… 

- How to place periods of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time. 
- How to use my mathematical skills to work 
exact time scales and differences. 
- How to use dates and historical language in 
my work. 
- How to begin to build up a picture of what 
main events happened in Britain/the world 
during different centuries. 
- How to plot recent history on a timeline 
using centuries. 
- How to use dates and historical language in 
my work. 
- How to describe historical events from the 
different period/s I am studying. 
- How to make comparisons between 
historical periods; explaining things that have 
changed and things which have stayed the 
same. 
- That significant events in history have 
helped shape the country we have today, and 
give examples. 
- That historical artefacts have helped us 
understand more about British lives in the 
present and past. 
- How to give more than one reason to 
support a historical argument. 
- How to communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing. 

- How to begin to build up a picture of what 
main events happened in Britain/the world 
during different centuries. 
- How to describe historical events from the 
different period/s I am studying/have 
studied. 
- How to make comparisons between 
historical periods; explaining things that 
have changed and things which have 
stayed the same.  
- That how we make decisions has been 
through a Parliament for some time. 
- How to explain and describe how crime 
and punishment has changed over the 
years. 
- That historical artefacts have helped us 
understand more about British lives in the 
present and past. 
- How to give more than one reason to 
support a historical argument. 
- How to communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing. 
- How to give points of view based upon 
what I have found out. 
 

- How to place periods of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time. 
- How to use my mathematical skills to work 
exact time scales and differences. 
- How to use dates and historical language in 
my work. 
- How to begin to build up a picture of what 
main events happened in Britain/the world 
during different centuries. 
- How to use dates and historical language in 
my work. 
- How to give more than one reason to 
support a historical argument. 
- How to communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing. 
- How to give points of view based upon what 
I have found out. 
 
 
 



 

- How to give points of view based upon what 
I have found out. 

 


