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Hot Weather 
Reveals Roman 
Remains 

Two years ago, there was a heatwave across 
the UK. It dried out the earth so much that 
strange shapes began to appear in the soil 
across Wales. Aerial photography showed that 
some of the lines and boxes were the remains of 
ancient Roman ruins.

Since then, researchers have been studying 
the patterns in the photos. They revealed what 
some of these hidden Roman structures were 
once used for.

Forts, villas and roads were all identified. 
They give clues to how the Romans conquered 
Wales roughly 2000 years ago.

The most exciting discoveries were of three 
marching camps. These camps were built quickly 
at the end of a day’s march. The soldiers used 
them in enemy territory as a safe place to rest 
and to show off their skill and power. It shows 
that the Roman’s fought many battles against 
Welsh tribes.

However, the most surprising findings were 
parts of an unknown Roman road.

It suggests that the Romans fought their way 
south to the Welsh coast. They also think there 
should be an important fort in or around the 
town of Kidwelly yet to be discovered. 

The researchers hope to get back outdoors 
to look for new clues as this May has been the 
sunniest on record. 

Interestingly, these aren’t the only Roman 

remains in the news at the moment.
An entire Roman city has been revealed in 

incredible detail in Italy. A team member drove 
a quad bike around fields 50km north of Rome, 
Italy. They pulled along a trailer loaded down 
with radar equipment.

As the radio waves went through the ground, 
they bounced off of the Roman ruins. This 
worked so well that even the city’s plumbing 
could be seen.

They hope to use the technology to map even 
bigger sites in even clearer detail in the future.

Illustration: Aerial image of Roman remains. 

Glossary

areial 
photgraphy

Taking photographs of an area 
from the sky.

conquered To take control of a place using 
military force.

march When soldiers walk in time with 
each other to get somewhere.

radar A system of sending out pulses 
of radio waves which bounce 
back after hitting an object.
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When did the Romans Invade Britain?

• The Romans invaded Britain three times. In 55 B.C. 
Emperor Julius Caesar invaded Britain. He left but 
invaded again a year later in 54 B.C.

• The British tribes gave tribute to the Romans but in 
43 A.D. Emperor Claudius invaded.
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Questions
1. According to the article, how many times was Britain invaded by the Romans? 

 

2. What is meant by the word ‘heatwave’?

   A period of hot weather
   Hot moving water
   One hot day
   Cool weather

3. Put these events in order using the numbers 1-4. One has been done for you. 
Emperor Claudius invades Britain. 2
Julius Caesar invades Britain twice.
Researchers studied the findings. 
Evidence of Roman ruins are discovered during a heatwave.

 

4. In the sentence ‘‘They pulled along a trailer loaded down with radar equipment.’’ the 
phrase ‘loaded down’ suggests...

   The trailer was empty.
   The trailer had lots of work to do.
   The trailer was full of equipment.
   The trailer had more than it could cope with.

5. How do you think the researchers felt during the current period of hot dry weather? 

 

 

 

6. Which of the following alternative headlines best describes the story?

   Romans Invade Britain
   Heatwave and Technology Help Uncover Roman Remains
   New Fort Found in Kidwelly
   Archeologists Dig Up New Information.
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Answers
1. According to the article, how many times was Britain invaded by the Romans? 

Three times

2. What is meant by the word ‘heatwave’?

   A period of hot weather
   Hot moving water
   One hot day
   Cool weather

3. Put these events in order using the numbers 1-4. One has been done for you. 
Emperor Claudius invades Britain. 2
Julius Caesar invades Britain twice. 1
Researchers studied the findings. 4
Evidence of Roman ruins are discovered during a heatwave. 3

4. In the sentence ‘‘They pulled along a trailer loaded down with radar equipment.’’ the 
phrase ‘loaded down’ suggests...

   The trailer was empty.
   The trailer had lots of work to do.
    The trailer was full of equipment.
   The trailer had more than it could cope with.

5. How do you think the researchers felt during the current period of hot dry weather? 
Accept an answer which refers to them feeling excited about discovering something 
new due to the weather causing the ground to dry out. e.g. I think they would be happy 
because it means they might find something new.

6. Which of the following alternative headlines best describes the story?

   Romans Invade Britain
   Heatwave and Technology Help Uncover Roman Remains
   New Fort Found in Kidwelly
   Archeologists Dig Up New Information
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